
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

January 
February 

 

Important Dates: 
 
Literacy Week  January 
29th – February 1st   
 
Parent Council Meeting 
January 29th, at 6:00 pm 
 
Scientists in the 
Classroom – Grade 5 
February 1st  
 
P.A. Day February 2nd   
 
Recognition Assembly – 
Compassion February 9th  
 
Pancake Tuesday 
February 13th  
 
Ash Wednesday 
Beginning of Lent 
February 14th  
 
St. Marie Speech 
Competition February 
15th  
 
Winter Carnival 
February 16th  
 
Family Day (No School) 
February 19th  
 
Girls and Boys 
Basketball Tournament 
February 21st  
 
Term 1 Reports Home 
February 21st   
 
 
 
 

Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board  

Principal’s Message 
I would like to welcome back all students, parents and staff to St. Marie of 
the Incarnation Catholic School and wish you all a wonderful 2018.  A 
special welcome goes out to families and students new to St. Marie of the 
Incarnation. This is a wonderful school community that is accepting and 
inclusive. Our office doors are always open and we are willing to listen and 
support our families as needed. 
 
There is a lot going on at St. Marie during these winter months including 
chess, lego, scrabble and robotics clubs, hockey and basketball. You will 
see that our January and February calendar is extremely full with many 
activities.  A huge thank you goes out to all of our staff and volunteers for 
providing all of these opportunities for our Mustangs!! 
 
Staff Changes 

Congratulations to Ms. Fox who had a little girl last week.   We wish Ms. 
Fox well while she is on maternity and look forward to her return next year.  
Welcome back to Mr. Costa who will be taking over for Ms. Fox until June. 
 
We would like to welcome Ms. Davis, as our new Administrative Assistant 
in the office.   We are all very excited to have her join our St. Marie family. 
 
Making the Most of the School Day 

Our late policy is still in effect.  Any student that has more than two lates in 
one month will spend the recess portion of the first nutrition break, 
supervised in the office, catching up on the work that they missed or have 
outstanding.   School starts at 8:50am, plan on arriving at 8:45am. 
 
In order to promote the best learning environment possible, we are asking 
parents to please keep school day interruptions to a bare minimum.  Our 
school day ends at 3:10pm, early removal of students is a disruption to 
classroom instruction and regular dismissal routines.  Due to the confusion 
at the end of the day, please refrain from removing your child between 
2:30 and 3:10pm.  
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Literacy Week - January 29th – February 1st 

January 29th to February 1st is literacy week.  We have many activities 
planned throughout the week to promote literacy in our school.    
 
Monday – Literacy Board Games 
 
Tuesday – Author Eric Walters Visit 
 
Wednesday – Bring a book, swap a book 
 
Thursday – Community Read-a-louds 

 

Google Expeditions 

The Google Expeditions Club has become a very popular way to spend 
recess on Tuesdays. Themes for January/February have included: 
Buckingham Palace, England, Journey to Jupiter, Diving in a Submarine 
and Exploring the Respiratory System. 
 
 

Homework Club 

Homework club was the brain-child of the STAR (student as researchers) 
team in 2016.  The grade 7 and 8 students who were a part of the team 
completed an intensive research project to find out what the biggest 
stressors for the students within their community were.  The outcome was 
that the students felt there wasn’t enough time to get everything done that 
was expected of them.  Thus, homework club was born for grades 3-8! 

• It runs every day during the 2nd nutrition break. 
•An intermediate teacher is always available to help the students. 
•Homework club is a student’s choice, it is up to the student to 

attend.  It is not teacher driven and it is not a punishment. 
• It is a quiet work environment. 
•Food is not allowed due to allergies.  Students can come down 

before or after they are finished eating their lunch. 
•Students must come down with their unfinished work or 

assignment.  The supervisor does not assign “extra practice”.  
•Computers are not always available, but the library books are there 

for students to use. 

Mustang News – January / February  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Report Cards 

Report cards will be coming home on Wednesday February 21st, 2018.  
This is an exciting time for your child, as this is a celebration of his/her 
accomplishments, and a time to set goals to improve.  Please be sure 
to take some time to discuss the report card together and set goals for 
next term.  Establishing open and supportive communication with your 
child in his/her early years will prove most beneficial throughout his/her 
educational journey. 
 
Parent Council 

Thank you to our Parent Council for organizing a fantastic Christmas 
dance, and providing hot chocolate for all of our Mustangs, there was 
even a visit from Santa.  Great fun was had by all of the students.  
Upcoming events include Pancake Tuesday on February 13th.  The 
next Parent Council meeting will be on January 29th, at 6:00pm in the 
library. 
 
Kindergarten Registration 

Starting Kindergarten is an exciting and special time for parents and 
children.  Our entire Catholic school community looks forward to 
welcoming our youngest students as they begin a lifelong journey of 
faith-filled learning.  We believe there is something truly unique and 
special about learning that is rooted in faith and spiritual growth.  By 
choosing a faith-filled education, we know you will share that belief with 
us. 
 
The Kindergarten program offered at all the schools in our board 
provides children with a strong start for their learning journey.  The 
program is structured to help make the transition to Grade 1 easier for 
both you and your child.  By spending a full day learning through play, 
your child will develop the academic and social skills necessary for 
future success. 
 
To help parents and students get ready for this important milestone, 
our board has developed an award-winning package. We encourage 
parents who are looking to register their child for Kindergarten to drop 
by the office to pick up their Welcome Bag and Kindergarten 
information package.  These packages are ready for pick up in the 
office.  You can also find all of the information on our board’s website 
at www.smcdsb.on.ca 
 
We are here to answer questions and help you prepare. Please 
contact us at 905-775-3492 for more information. 
 

Mustang News – January / February  



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Brrrrrrrrrr! 

Thank you for dressing your child appropriately.  In the event of 
inclement weather, Rock 95, Kool FM 107.5 or Big101 will announce 
the bus/school cancellations on the radio.  Please do not call the 
school for cancellation information.  The following are the procedures 
for safe arrival on “snow days”: 
 
1. If buses are cancelled and your child takes the bus, you do not need 
to call the school. 
 
2. If buses are cancelled and your child walks to school, it is at the 
discretion of the parent whether it is safe for the child to walk.  If your 
child is a walker and is not going to attend school, it is the 
responsibility of the parent to call the school and report the 
absence.  The safe arrival program is still in effect on snow days and it 
is crucial that you report your child absent if he/she is a walker. 
 
3. If buses are cancelled in the morning, that means that they are 
cancelled in the afternoon as well.  Please do not drive your child to 
school and expect him/her to be returning home on the bus. 
 
4.  The phone lines are extremely busy on snow days.  Please leave a 
message on voice mail, or continue trying if the lines are busy.  Thank 
you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 
 
5. Clothing - please wear appropriate clothing for the weather. Mitts, 
gloves, boots, hats and jackets are a must. 
 
Please be aware that in the event of bus cancellations on a Hot Lunch 
day, the lunch program will be canceled for that day.  If your child is 
attending school you will need to provide a lunch for that day. The Hot 
Lunch program will be provided on the next regular school day 
when buses are running. 
 
Severe Weather 

Severe weather may include very cold temperatures, wind chills, 
blizzards, heavy snowfall, and ice storms.  Simcoe Muskoka Catholic 
District School Board guidelines state that students are to stay inside 
the school when the temperature (with the wind chill) is minus 28 
degrees Celsius or minus 25 without the wind chill. 
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